[Evaluation of the non-effective cases of irresectable multiple liver metastasis of colorectal cancer receiving hepatic arterial infusion chemotherapy].
Hepatic arterial infusion (HAI) chemotherapy is one of the suitable therapies for irresectable multiple liver metastasis from colorectal cancer, but in nearly half of such cases the therapy does not prove effective. Our goal is to clarify the characteristics of non-effective cases. 84 cases with irresectable multiple liver metastasis from colorectal cancer were investigated clinicopathologically, and were divided into two groups; non-effective cases (N = 38) and effective cases (N = 46). All cases received continuous arterial infusion chemotherapy using 5-FU according to the following regimen; 5-FU (500 mg/day) was infused in the hepatic artery over 7 or 10 days for induction, and the infusion was maintained (250 mg/day) to the hepatic artery for 7 days every other week after the induction therapy. We evaluated the efficacy of HAI chemotherapy by Computed Tomography. There were statistically significant differences among these two groups in histological types. Rates of the histological type of non-effective cases were well (31.6%), mod (57.9%), por (7.9%), and muc (2.6%), respectively. Those of the effective cases were well (63.0%), mod (34.8%), por (0%), and muc (2.2%), respectively. In non-effective cases, 16 out of 38 cases (42.1%) had extra-hepatic metastasis. On the other hand, only 3 out of 46 cases (6.5%) had such metastasis in effective cases. There were non-well type cancers and extra-hepatic metastasis in a large number of non-effective cases. We thought that those cases were basically high-grade malignancies, so these were the limits of HAI chemotherapy for irresectable multiple liver metastasis of colorectal cancers.